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What Was the 
Civil War?

the Civil War was a war between american states 
that was fought between 1861 and 1865. the main 

issue that caused the war was the spread of slavery. 
slavery had existed for many years in the United 
states and all over the world. some people wanted to 
keep slavery and allow new states and territories to 
have it, but others thought the practice was wrong. By 
the 1860s, people on both sides of the argument had 
reached their breaking point.

Because of the political problems that the debate 
over slavery caused, some southern states wanted 
to break away from the United states and start their 
own country. Northern states, however, wanted to 
keep the country together. southern states swore that 
if abraham lincoln, an anti-slavery candidate, were 
to be elected in the 1860 election, they would leave 
the union. lincoln was in fact elected, and soon after 
south Carolina seceded from the Union. Mississippi, 
alabama, Georgia, louisiana and texas followed.

the war began in april 1861, when the Confederate 
army captured Fort sumter. More serious ghting 
started the next year, with big battles like the ones 
at shiloh and antietam. as time went on, the battles 
became even bigger and more deadly: by the end of 
the war, over 600,000 people had lost their lives on the 
battle eld. What had started as simply a way to keep 
the states together slowly turned into a much more 
serious ght that kept the fate of many slaves and 
soldiers hanging in the balance.

in 1865, the Confederate army surrendered and 
the war ended. the south began the long and dif cult 
process of reconstruction, and the 13th amendment 
abolished slavery in 1865.
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