
Basic ASL Week #9: Deaf Culture 

To understand the deaf culture, let us first look at the history of American Sign 

Language (ASL). ASL was first developed in the early 1900’s however, the first record 

of a signed language was recorded in the early 17th century (but it believed that 

signed languages existed as long as there wither civilizations). ASL is very similar to 

French Sign Language. In 1815, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet travelled to Europe to 

study methods of teaching Deaf students. While in Paris he met Laurent Clerc, a deaf 

teacher who was also a graduate of the deaf school in Paris. He invited her to 

America, which she accepted. In 1817, Gallaudet and Clerc opened the first deaf 

school in Connecticut which was named the “Connecticut Asylum for the Education 

and Instruction of Deaf and Dumb.” “Deaf and Dumb” is no longer acceptable term 

so today this school is simply called, “American School for the Deaf.” By the end of 

their first year, they had 31 students from all over New England. By the 1900s, the 

nationwide network of residential state schools was completed. Maine established 

their deaf school in 1957 which was created by Governor Baxter. It is located on the 

island near Portland. Today, deaf children can attend their state’s deaf school or be 

enrolled in public school with the assistance of an interpreter.  

Everywhere you go, you see various cultures. Deaf culture is important because it 

allows individuals to be who they are, just like in many other cultures. Some cultural 

differences are things like getting a person’s attention. It is not rude to gently tap a 

person on their shoulder or to wave at the person or even to flicker a light switch a 

few times to gain their attention. Some people may consider this rude, but not to a 

deaf person – it’s their way. Deaf people are always keeping eye contact and visual 

attention during conversation, which for the obvious reason of their language is visual 

and if you are not looking at them, it means you are not paying attention, which could 

cause them to think you are being rude and not interested in talking to them.  


